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place ; even my sermons won't keep dry there ". He could even descend to puns. When the valet Courvoisier was hanged for murdering his master, he said it was the fulfilment of the prophecy, "Every valley shall be exalted". The most widely known of his sayings, " We are none of us infallible, not even the youngest", was made at a meeting of the Fellows for the discussion of proposed changes in the statutes of the College. Some have thought that it was levelled at a particular Fellow, and there have been several claimants for this distinction. I was not then a Fellow and did not hear it, but it was much talked about in the College at the time, and I think most people thought that it was impersonal. It was said at the end of a long discussion in which most of the talking had been done by the younger Fellows, and the Master may have thought that his remark embodied a principle which was pertinent to the occasion.
Dr. Butler
Dr. Thompson, whose health had been failing for some time, died in 1886. The Master of Trinity is appointed by the Crown, whereas with one exception the Masters of other Cambridge Colleges are appointed by the Fellows. Proposals have from time to time been made in Trinity that the College should endeavour to have the statutes altered so that the election to the Mastership should be made by the Fellows as at the other Colleges. These have not met with much support. Though it may not be democratic, there are advantages in the present method. When the election is in the hands of the Fellows, and opinion is nearly equally divided, there may be a keen fight. It is possible, indeed it has happened both at 273                                T